
Sha r i ng  i n fo rma t i on  t e chno logy
so lu t i on s  t o  u rban  and

reg iona l  cha l l enge s  s i n ce  1963 .

Issue 185

September/October 2001

U r b a n  a n d  R e g i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m s  A s s o c i a t i o n
N E W SN E W S

The Role of Information in the
Organization
By Dan Parr, Daniel Parr Associates, URISA News Editor

continued on page 3

As Chief Information Officer of the
State of California, Elias S. Cortez suc-
cessfully guided California through the
Year 2000 transition. Looking ahead
into this new century, Mr. Cortez is
charged with providing Statewide
leadership, guidance, and oversight to
ensure successful delivery of informa-
tion technology and to enhance deliv-
ery of California State government
services. Dan Parr interviewed Mr.
Cortez prior to URISA 2001 in Long
Beach, where Mr. Cortez was
Tuesday’s Keynote Speaker.

Q.  What is the role of the
California’s CIO in Geographical In-
formation Systems?
My role as California’s Chief Informa-
tion Officer, and Director of the De-
partment of Information Technology
(DOIT), is to provide statewide leader-
ship, guidance, and oversight to en-
sure successful delivery of information
technology.  DOIT’s vision is to de-
velop an enterprise approach to de-
velop, manage, and support California
State government information tech-
nology.  In acknowledgement of his
support for the use of technology in
the delivery of effective state services
in California, Governor Davis has said,
“State government should take every
opportunity to use information tech-
nology to make state services and pro-
grams more accessible and
hassle-free.”

Because of its integral relationship
with information technology, many
GIS-related projects proposals are

 Elias S. Cortez

subject to review, approval, and
oversight by the Department of
Information Technology. Having
experience implementing Geographi-
cal Information Systems in prior roles
as CIO for the County of San Bernar-
dino, and in the Los Angeles Unified
School District, I understand and
appreciate the capability and power of
GIS technology as a decision-making
tool.  With the advancement of today’s
technology, we want to make delivery
of GIS technology solutions to pro-
gram leaders and decision-makers as
simple as using MapQuest or Yahoo
map tools.

How was a vision formed for state-
wide GIS coordination?
The primary requirement for forming a
vision is listening to program needs.
Once formed, it is important to make a
commitment to support, collaborate,

and nurture the vision towards imple-
mentation. State agencies use GIS to
improve their effectiveness in plan-
ning, delivering, and monitoring the
conditions associated with their pro-
grams. There was no mechanism to
enable the coordination of shared in-
formation resources that encouraged
collaboration between agencies,
which, ultimately, result in more effi-
cient and effective program delivery.

DOIT’s initial assessment of GIS
was that the State had an extensive
investment in geographically based
data. We focused on eliminating
duplication of effort to purchase,
develop, and maintain this data, and
the need for policy to share it.  We felt
to effectively utilize GIS, California
needed a governance structure and
strategic direction with a cross-cutting
approach to optimize our current and
future investment in GIS technologies.

In forming a statewide vision, it is
important to develop it in cooperation
with the stakeholders. During the past
year, DOIT, in partnership with state
agencies has developed a strategic
plan for Enterprise Geographical
Information Systems.

This enterprise plan addresses
three primary components, organiza-
tion, technology, and funding.  DOIT
has helped to establish internal state
governance by participating in the
organization of a GIS Executive
Sponsors Committee consisting of
several agency secretaries and direc-
tors, program leaders and GIS profes-
sionals.
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Important URISA
Dates to Remember

April 7-10, 2002
Integrating GIS & CAMA Conference
Reno, Nevada

June, 2002
Technology in Public Works Confer-
ence

August, 2002
Street Smart & Address Savvy Confer-
ence
Portland, Oregon

October 26-30, 2002
URISA’s 40th Annual Conference
Chicago, Illinois
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1460 Renaissance Drive, Suite 305
Park Ridge, IL 60068
Phone: 847-824-6300
Fax: 847-824-6363
info@urisa.org
http://www.urisa.org
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The Urban and Regional Informa-
tion Systems Association (URISA)
is the premier professional asso-
ciation for those involved in im-
proving our urban and regional
environments through the effec-
tive use of information technol-
ogy. Professionals in planning,
economic development, informa-
tion systems, emergency services,
natural resources, public works,
transportation, and other depart-
ments within state and local gov-
ernment have depended on
URISA for professional develop-
ment and educational needs since
1963. Through its international,
national and local chapter opera-
tions, URISA serves nearly 8,000
professionals.
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Role of Information (continued from front page)

continued on page 7

Executive sponsorship at the
highest level is key to implementing an
enterprise vision.  The GIS Executive
Sponsors Committee, include Secretar-
ies and Directors from the Office of
Planning and Research, Resources
Agency, California Environmental
Protection Agency, Health and Human
Services Agency, Business Transporta-
tion & Housing Agency and DOIT.
This committee adopted the initial
strategic plan and signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding, which is an
agreement to oversee what we
describe as the California Enterprise
Geographic Information System (CA-
EGIS).  The GIS Executive Sponsors
Committee also directs the activities of
the State Geographical Information
Officer. Our shared vision for the state
enterprise is working collaboratively
with other enterprises, Federal, local,
and other forms of government, and
aligning ourselves to build a common
GIS framework with the ability to share
and integrate our GIS technology
investments

Q. How do you share the vision to
those both inside and outside IT?
To reiterate an earlier point, we be-
lieve executive sponsorship and par-
ticipation is key to achieving buy-in
to the vision.  Executives are the
owners of the programs and ulti-
mately decide which initiatives to en-
dorse.  Technologists are taught to
first understand the business and the
desired outcomes of the customer
then build the implementation plan.
John Bryson, the author of Strategic
Planning for Public and Nonprofit
Organizations, states that typically, a
vision is “more important as a guide
to implementing strategy than it is to
formulating it.” This is because the
development of strategy is driven by
what you are trying to accomplish -
your organization’s purpose. A mis-
sion statement answers the ques-
tions: Why does our organization
exist? What business are we in? What
values will guide us? A vision, how-
ever, is more encompassing. It an-

swers the question, “What will suc-
cess look like?”

Aligning the vision with the
successful completion of business
objectives motivates people to work
together. As agencies realize the
benefits of enabling technology such
as GIS, a heavier burden will be placed
on IT to help launch initiatives that
focus on taking advantage of new
opportunities and improve cost
efficiencies in existing operations.
These efforts require solid strategies,
clear prioritization, the understanding
and buy-in from state executives and
program managers, and the right
infrastructure and resources in place to
support it all. Executives in both state
programs and IT need to create an
environment, and build a partnership
and process to make this happen.
Therefore, a key component to sharing
the vision is aligning IT/GIS strategy
with business and/or programs
strategies. The Governor’s Office for
Innovation in Government, led by
Director Steve Nissen, has provided a
vital role in executive leadership,
change management, and facilitating
the stakeholder process at the state,
local and federal government level.

Communication and partnerships
are very important in embracing a
shared vision or policy. External to
State government, we realize the
accuracy and comprehensiveness of
geographic information in California
relies heavily on coordination and
information sharing among federal,
state and local government.

Q. What is the status of the statewide
GIS coordination?
Internally, State departments have had
a centralized clearinghouse for some of
the GIS data for the past decade.  In
the past, we were charging for this
data, now we are making this data
available to departments and the pub-
lic for no charge. In coming months,
our free data holding will increase and
our interface will allow online access
via the Internet. This system is now be-
ing decentralized to allow for distrib-

uted updates to mirrored geographi-
cally diverse servers. We are develop-
ing processes to provide ongoing
update and maintenance of this data.

A statewide California GIS Council
has been assembled as a forum for
coordination and collaboration
between agencies and levels of
government in order to fund, acquire,
organize, manage, and disseminate
geographic information resources.
This Council is developing its charter
and shared visions.   The first statewide
Council meeting is scheduled for
December 2001. We expect a lasting
relationship and many value added
outcomes from this partnership.

Q. What are the impacts of adding
geography to an enterprise solution?
We expect a positive impact by taking
an enterprise approach to implement-
ing GIS. The State is faced with an in-
creasing set of complex issues related
to homeland defense, energy conser-
vation, over-crowded schools, environ-
mental planning, and economic
stability, to name a few.  As these is-
sues continue to expand, our capacity
for understanding and problem-solv-
ing is limited using traditional tools
and methods. Policy and decision-
makers are constantly faced with
tough choices of how to allocate the
state’s scarce resources among a diver-
sity of competing needs.

Top-level policy issues are focused
on enhancing the well being of the
state’s citizens. These policy issues
direct resources into more than one
hundred programs for improving
education, energy reliability, jobs and
the economy, housing affordability,
public safety, transportation, and our
environment. Although we tend to
treat these programs as independent,
we are beginning to have a better
understanding of the interrelationships
among the causes of our problems.

Geographic information technol-
ogy provides us with a common frame
of reference, and tools and information
we need to work collaboratively.
Making geographic information readily
available and accessible will further
enhance State program’s ability to
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Executive Director’s Column

What’s Going On
by Bill Gentes, URISA Executive Director

Bill Gentes

I have been getting busier and busier
as your Executive Director, and I want
to give you an update on some of the
major things we at URISA have been
doing over the last few months.

Georgia URISA Conference
Recently I attended my first URISA
Chapter event, the Georgia GIS Con-
ference. Pam Cote the Chapter Presi-
dent and Art Kalinski one of the board
members were instrumental in encour-
aging me to attend. I gave a short talk
at lunch talking about what URISA can
do for chapters and how URISA wants
to help our chapters. The level of com-
mitment and volunteerism I saw from
the members of the Georgia Chapter
was extraordinary. Congratulations on
a job well done.

If any chapters want me to come
visit, and we can work out a good
time, I would be happy to come visit.
That’s what I am here for!

Caribbean GIS Conference
We have just returned from the very
successful first annual Caribbean GIS
conference. We had over 280 attend-
ees from 13 different nations in the
Caribbean region. We had 35 present-
ers from 8 countries, which overall put
on 30 presentations over the 3 and
half-day conference. The conference
was overall quite successful. We are
planning on holding a second confer-
ence in 2003. Some of the potential
sites we are considering are Trinidad or
Barbados. Among the highlights was
the excellent support the conference
got from the Jamaican government.
Minster of Local Government the Hon-
orable Fitz Jackson opened and closed
the conference. In addition the confer-
ence committee headed by Cecille
Blake did a wonderful job coordinating
the entire program. On behalf of my

staff I would like to thank all of the nu-
merous volunteers who gave of their
time in the preparation and the actual
running of the conference.

Annual Conference
By the time you read this, the 39th an-
nual conference in Long Beach Califor-
nia will be history. Hopefully I will have
made the acquaintance of many of
you there. My goal over the next year
leading up to our 40th anniversary in
Chicago is to get out to all of our spe-
cialty conferences and many of our
chapter meetings and conferences and
meet more URISA members. Hope to
see you at one of these events!

ESIG Winners
I would like to congratulate the win-
ners of the ESIG awards. There is an
article elsewhere in this publication
that has many more details on the
ESIG awards.

Enterprise Systems Category
The winner was Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina — GIS on the Internet.

The runner up was from Victoria,
Australia — The Property Information
Project.

Single Process Category
Two winners were named in this cat-
egory. The first was the City of Tucson,
Arizona — City of Tucson’s Commer-
cial Property Online.

The second winner was the
Alberta Spatial Information (SPIN)
System.

The runner up was the City of
Columbus, Ohio — Construction
Drawing Imaging and Management
System (CDIMS).

Contact me
I am always looking to broaden my
URISA Horizons, so feel free to pick up
the phone and give me a call at 847-
824-6300 or email me at
bgentes@urisa.org. I am always happy
to talk!

Call For
Papers

MIS 2002 – Third Interna-

tional Conference on Man-

agement Information

Systems Incorporating GIS

and Remote Sensing

Conference Dates:
April 24-26, 2002
Halkidiki, Greece

Paper Deadline:
December 4, 2001

http://www.wessex.ac.uk/con-
ferences/2002/mis02/
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One of the most popular features of
URISA’s Annual Conference is the an-
nouncement of the annual Exemplary
Systems in Government (ESIG) Awards.
The spirit of the ESIG Award is to recog-
nize organizations that improve the de-
livery and quality of government
services through the application of in-
formation technology. The announce-
ment of the 2001 winners caps off a
year long process that demands hard
work, time, and dedication from both
the submitters and the reviewers.  An-
nually, URISA receives numerous entries
from around the globe and this year
proved to be no exception. 2001 saw
submissions from municipalities and
counties, both large and small. The
ESIG Award is one of the few industry
honors in this area. URISA feels that by
putting a spotlight on these deserving
organizations, others can follow their
example and turn their projects from
the ordinary into the exemplary.

Winners and runners-up are
selected in two distinct categories. The
Enterprise Systems category recognizes
projects that are outstanding working
examples of using information systems
technology in a multi-department
environment. The Single Process
Systems category examines the automa-
tion of a single operation involving one
department or a sub-unit of an agency.

Under the direction of ESIG Chair
Keith Fournier, the submissions were
voted on by a panel of reviewers
representing all sectors of the IT and GIS
communities. Every reviewer examines
each submission and scores them in
categories ranging from system design
to implementation to organizational
impact. The scores are then sent back,
collated and the winners are selected.

This year the Enterprise Systems
Category winner was Mecklenburg
County, North Carolina who continued
their impressive tradition of excellence
with their system entitled

GIS on the Internet. This project was
deemed exemplary because of the
impressive means that the County has
utilized to make its public information
even more accessible.  The ESIG
Committee was particularly impressed
by the broad appeal and operability of
the system whether the resident is a
senior citizen, an elementary student or
somewhere in between. The system and
its cutting edge methods and technol-
ogy help to dispel the myth that
obtaining accurate information from the
government can be a frustrating and
cumbersome process. The runner up in
this category came all the way from
Victoria, Australia and was entitled The
Property Information Project. This system
is centered around the commendable
efforts involved in establishing a
common geospatial infrastructure and
shows that the state truly has a handle
on their “land down under”.

The Single Process Category saw
two overall winners. The first came from
the City of Tucson, Arizona with their
system City of Tucson’s Commercial
Property Online. The committee felt that
this system was exemplary due to the
manner in which it understands that the
wealth of information that is provided
during economic development will, in
time, translate into the increased
financial wealth of the community.  The
ESIG Committee was particularly
impressed by the comprehensive and
varied information that is provided by
the City on-line. The dedicated work by
all the individuals related to this project
from integration to implementation has
ensured that bringing one’s business to
Tucson not only makes dollars, but also
makes sense as well.

The second overall winner in the
Single Process Category was The Alberta

Spatial Information (SPIN) System.
It received an award because of the

ambitious manner it took in becoming
one of the first communities in North
America to place all of it’s manually
surveyed plans into a digital format.  The
Committee was amazed by the sheer
amount of data that is available and the
accessibility of this data to citizens and
contractors. A tell tale sign of the
effectiveness of this program are the
lengths in which other non-affiliated
organizations have gone to provide
technical enhancements to the existing
system. Alberta’s SPIN system has placed
a figurative value on the Province’s land
not seen since the Canadian Gold Rush
of the mid-1890’s.

The runner-up in the Single Process
Category was the City of Columbus,
Ohio and their system Construction
Drawing Imaging and Management
System (CDIMS). The system is part of an
ambitious attempt to provide improve-
ments to their hard-copy approach to
handling sewer engineering drawings.
The methods used in this submission
can be easily related to the thousands of
municipalities that are attempting to
switch from outdated paper-based
operations.

The winners receive complimentary
registrations to the Annual Conference
where they will be honored with
personalized plaques at a special
ceremony. The winners are also invited
to present their systems at the Project
Showcase at URISA 2001 and their full
submissions will be included in the
Annual Conference’s Proceedings
publication.

URISA thanks all of the organiza-
tions that took the time to put together
an application for consideration. The
choice was a difficult one for the
committee and as noted in the con-
gratulatory letters to the winners and
runners-up, their system was reviewed
and recommended from among an
extremely strong group of candidates.

2001 ESIG Winners Announced
Scott A. Grams, URISA Program Coordinator

Receive recognition for your
work — apply for URISA’s 2002
ESIG Award. Application materi-
als will be available next Spring.
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deliver services to Californians.
Implementation of the California
Enterprise Geographic Information
System is expected to deliver many
benefits, including:
� More effective cross-cutting

planning and monitoring pro-
grams

� Resource allocation, adjustment
and optimization

� Increased data accuracy
� Shared data development costs

and reduced maintenance costs
� More effective planning and

monitoring programs
� Faster and more effective response

to large-scale emergencies

Q. What is the role of the URISA 2001
attendees in their institutions?
Many of the URISA 2001 attendees are
GIS professionals, or they are affiliated
with programs that utilize geographic
information systems to solve problems
in planning, public works, the environ-

ment, emergency services, utilities and
throughout state, regional and local
governments.  Individual institutional
roles vary based upon their organiza-
tional responsibilities. Whether they
are Executives, Managers, Developers,
Users, or the casual visitor, they should
take full advantage of URISA 2001 ses-
sions, workshops and seminars, and
networking opportunities.  As a whole,
they are here to learn, share successes
and best practices, collaborate, build
relationships, and depart with infor-
mation that will ultimately enhance
their organizations.

Attendees should understand the
Vision and Mission of their organiza-
tion and how GIS technology can
enable the processes to achieve them.
It is important that they understand
technology investments must be
aligned with the business program
objectives. Finally, attendees should
share and utilize the knowledge they
have gained at this conference, peer-

Role of Information (continued from front page 3)

to-peer, up and down communications
lines.  Someone once said; “It’s what
we learn after we know it all that
counts”. We need champions at all
levels.

Q. What is the individual’s role in the
enterprise?
The most valuable resource in the en-
terprise is the individual.  We can col-
lect as much information as we want,
but if we do not have the capability to
use that information to achieve our
goals and objectives then we really
have done nothing at all.  The power
of the enterprise is the sharing of com-
mon information.  Identifying and uti-
lizing commonalties of technology
application to program is a proactive
role we all can play.  We can all em-
power our communities to enhance
delivery of services to our families and
friends.



8            September/October 2001 • URISA News

Welcome New Corporate Members

About ITspatial LLC:
Headquartered in McLean, VA, with
offices in San Jose, CA, ITspatial LLC is
a technology company specializing in
interactive 3D computer visualization.
By combining professional services
with a full range of commercial prod-
ucts, we provide application specific
solutions to government and commer-
cial organizations worldwide whose
applications encompass aerospace, de-
fense, transportation, urban planning,
security, education, architectural de-
sign, event planning and entertain-
ment. With over 13 years in the
industry, we help our customer’s meet
their development and business objec-
tives by providing comprehensive solu-
tions in 3D-computer visualization and
decision support technology.

ITspatial has extensive experience
in the development of 3D GIS visual-
ization and CAD solutions for planning
and decision support. We are industry
leaders in the production of interactive
3D terrain models automatically
derived and generated from high
resolution contour maps, digital
elevation models, GIS, and CAD data.
ITspatial LLC brings unparalleled
experience in interactive 3D decision
support technology with the ability to
generate geo-specific site databases
integrated with various simulation and
decision support technologies. We
have supported several major initia-
tives in the deployment of interactive
3D GIS decision support technology.
One project example follows:

Interactive 3D GIS Urban Planning
System - Washington, DC Office of
Planning
ITspatial LLC is currently under con-
tract to the Office of the Chief Tech-
nology Office (OCTO) for the
development of a 3D GIS planning sys-
tem which will provide the DC Office
of Planning (OP) with a tool for plan-
ning and visualizing planned urban de-
velopments within the District of
Columbia. In general, the objective of
the project is the development of a 3D
GIS planning tool that can be used as
a proof of concept for developments in
the North of Massachusetts Avenue
(NoMA) study area. A critical aspect of
this effort is the integration of the tool
into the day-to-day workflow of OP
personnel for the management and
oversight of various projects. To date, a
prototype of the software has been de-
veloped and utilized as part of the de-
velopment of the Wax Museum site.
Formal software development of the
production version of the tool is un-
derway and expected to be delivered
incrementally through September
2001.

For more information about
ITspatial, contact:

ITspatial, LLC
6849 Old Dominion Drive, Suite 370
McLean, VA 22101
Voice 703.506.3966,
Fax 703.506.3977
Chris Nunno
(cnunno@itspatial.com)

About The Sanborn Map Company
Founded in 1866, The Sanborn Map
Company, Inc. (Sanborn) is headquar-
tered in Pelham, New York, and is part
of the DMG Information (DMGI)
group of companies.  Sanborn has six
divisions located in the United States:
Lockwood Mapping Company, Walker
Associates, Inc., Aero-Dynamics Corpo-
ration, Barton Aerial Technologies, Inc.,
Williams-Stackhouse Inc., and Sanborn
Colorado, L.L.C. (Sanborn’s most re-
cent acquisition, formerly doing busi-
ness as the Colorado Springs office of
Analytical Surveys, Inc).

History
Sanborn is the oldest mapping com-
pany in the United States.  Since 1866,
our focus has been the creation and
maintenance of fire insurance maps
used primarily for fire insurance under-
writing.   Sanborn has provided high-
quality, detail-rich maps that even
today, more than a century later, set
the standard for mapping excellence.
Our archives contain over 1.2 million
Sanborn maps chronicling the history
of approximately 12,000 American cit-
ies and towns.

Currently, Sanborn maps are
widely used by various municipal
departments and risk management
professionals and are updated regu-
larly for dozens of cities, including
Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York.
Historical Sanborn maps have unsur-
passed potential to demonstrate
changes in urban environments.

For information on
corporate membership,
contact Wendy Francis.

(847/824-6300,
wfrancis@urisa.org)
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Current Profile
Today, Sanborn is truly a unique com-
pany, offering comprehensive GIS and
photogrammetric mapping services to
counties, municipalities, the federal
government, and private companies.
Our photogrammetry services include
ground control surveying, aerial pho-
tography, LIDAR terrain mapping, air-
borne GPS, planimetric and
topographic mapping, and digital
orthophoto imagery.  We also offer a
full range of GIS services including
consulting and needs assessment, data
collection and field inventory, and tax
parcel, facilities, and data conversion.
Our team of over 300 mapping and
GIS professionals has years of experi-
ence in all facets of the industry,
proven project management skills, and
expertise in many mapping, GIS and
database systems and software plat-
forms.  We are experienced in manag-
ing and organizing large GIS
developments on a city, county, state,
and national level.

When it comes to GIS and
photogrammetry, no one has more
experience than Sanborn.  Our team is
dedicated to excellence and to
fulfilling the needs of our clients in an
efficient, accurate, and timely fashion.
Whether you are building a GIS or
maintaining your current system,
Sanborn will provide you with the
highest value of services and products
in the industry.

For more information, contact:
Carol Thorpe, Director of Marketing
Sanborn Colorado, LLC
1935 Jamboree Drive, Suite 100
Colorado Springs, CO  80920
719.264.5611 direct,
719.264.5598 fax
cthorpe@sanmap.com,
www.sanmap.com

About MWH
Established in 1945, MWH is an inter-
national infrastructure design and de-
velopment firm with strengths in
water, wastewater, environmental
management and hazardous waste
remediation.  We have 156 offices in
over 30 countries with more than
5,500 employees.  MWH is a leading
engineering, construction, technology,
and management organization provid-
ing products, services, and expertise
for municipalities, government agen-
cies, international funding organiza-
tions, and corporations around the
world.

MWH is one of the most experi-
enced environmental remediation and
water resource contractors in the
United States.   We have been support-
ing environmental remediation and
water resource activities since 1980.
During that time, we have executed
projects valued at over $2.2 billion.
Our clients include the DOE and DOD
agencies such as the US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Air Force Center
for Environmental Excellence (AFCEE);
US Air Force (USAF); and US Naval
Facilities Engineering Command.
Additional federal clients include the
US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR),
National Park Service (NPS), Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), and
National Guard Bureau (NGB).

The MWH IT Group was created
to serve clients in every sector of
industry and every level of govern-
ment.  Our core services leverage the
corporate knowledge base of environ-
mental issues including health and
safety concerns.

The IT Group has experience in
managing and implementing using
mainstream products and services. In
addition to the core competencies
listed below each office has developed
specialized services for their geo-
graphic region.  The core competen-
cies for the group include Data
Management Services, Application
Development, Geo-Spatial Information
Management Services, Electronic

Document Management Systems, Web
Integration, Asset Management
Systems, Knowledge Management,
and Business Process Optimization.  All
of these services are handled by the
company’s specialty, Program Man-
agement.

The MWH IT Consulting Group is
managed by Kelly Stevens.  The
Business Unit Managers include Chris
Brown, Chris Manz, John Porcella,
Gregory Stevens, and Eugene Barlaz.

Contact:
MWH Corporate Headquarters
300 North Lake Avenue,
Suite 1200
Pasadena, California USA 91101
Phone (626) 796 9141,
FAX (626) 568 6619
www.mwhglobal.com

Analytical Surveys, Inc
Apex Data Services, Inc.
ATCi Solutions
Atlantic Technologies
Autodesk
Ayres Associates, Inc.
BAE Systems ADR
Bowne Management Systems, Inc.
Camber Corporation
DeLorme
DigitalGlobe (formerly known as

EarthWatch Inc.)
ESRI
Federal Geographic Data Committee
Genesys International Corporation
Geographic Data Technology
HJW GeoSpatial, Inc
InfoTech Enterprises Ltd.
Intergraph Mapping & GIS Solutions
Intermap Technologies
IT Spatial, LLC
Kinetic Solutions, LLC
Korea geoSpatial Info & Comm Co., LTD
Kucera International, Inc.
Landata Geo Services
LizardTech, Inc.
Merrick & Company
MWH Americas Inc.
Nova Scotia Community College, Center

for Geographic Sciences
PlanGraphics
RAMTeCH Corporation
RTSE (USA), Inc.
The Sanborn Map Company
Schneider Corporation
SDS
Space Imaging
Speck Systems
Surdex Corporation
Taylor Wiseman & Taylor
Tidemark Solutions
UCLID Software
URS Corporation
Wiser & Company

Corporate Members

Visit www.urisa.org for a
comprehensive listing of

URISA’s corporate
members.
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Industry News

EarthWatch Incorporated has announced a
corporate name change. The company will now
do business as DigitalGlobe. DigitalGlobe is
scheduled to launch the QuickBird earth imag-
ing satellite on October 18.

Merrick & Company has purchased a new
ALS40 Airborne Laser Scanner from LH Systems.
The Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) unit
will allow Merrick to provide clients with highly
accurate bare earth terrain data for applications
with orthophoto generation, forestry, corridor
mapping, coastal studies, flood plain mapping,
disaster response and damage assessment.

Geographic Technologies Group announced
overwhelming success with “Touch Screen” GIS
technology in High Point, NC; Lenoir County,
NC; Wayne County, NC; Boynton Beach, FL; Jack-
son County, NC; Columbia County, GA and
Carteret County, NC.

The Schneider Corporation and ProMap Cor-
poration announced the formation of a strate-
gic partnership to offer comprehensive GIS
solutions to counties, municipalities, and utili-
ties throughout the Midwest.

IDELIX Software has received a $97,500 con-
tribution from the National Research Council of
Canada to help foster future research and de-
velopment of their visualization technology
known as Pliable Display Technology.

ESRI has passed Open GIS Consortium (OGC)
conformance testing. The products that passed
testing are ArcSDE 8.1 and ArcGIS 8.1, which
includes ArcView, ArcEditor, and ArcInfo software.
The goal of the OGC is to develop interface speci-
fications that software developers can use to cre-
ate products that work together regardless of
brands, operating system, or networking soft-
ware.

EI Technologies has set up a contribution fund
to assist the victims of the recent terrorist at-
tacks and their families. For information, visit
www.eicharity.org

NovaLIS Technologies is releasing an off-the-
shelf solution, Land Development Office, to au-
tomate local government growth management
practices this fall. Land Development Office
(LDO) builds on the functionality and workflow
of the product it is replacing, Local Government
Office, creating a solution that enables organi-
zations of any size to create customized workflow
environments.

Genesys International Corporation announced
that it had recently completed acquisition of
Image Scans.

IntelliWhere, a division of Intergraph Mapping
and GIS Solutions, announced it is partnering
with Compaq Computer Corporation and
Navigation Technologies to participate in the
Open GIS Consortium Open Location Services
Testbed initiative. The OpenLS testbed is de-
signed to foster collaboration for creating soft-
ware interface specifications that support
interoperability.

The SPOT 5 “imaging” satellite, to be launched
in April 2002, will provide digital elevation mod-
els (DEMs) of any location on Earth, allowing
customers to create realistic 3D perspectives.
DEMs are used as part of the $12 Billion simula-
tion market which includes civilian and military
flight simulation, defense mission planning,
video-games, and other visualization-based ap-
plications.  SPOT 5 will have the capability to
produce up to 80% of the required elevation
models to support image-based 3D mapping
business worldwide.

Open Access: GIS in e-Government is a new pub-
lication from ESRI Press.

People News
Andy Morris has joined Merrick & Company
as the ArcGIS Manager responsible for
geodatabase management and migration. Mark
Romano has also joined the firm. He is the new
Director of LIDAR Operations for Merrick.

HJW GeoSpatial has announced the appoint-
ment of Joanna Marsolek to the position of
Project Manager.

Bill Patterson has joined LizardTech as its new
President and CEO.

Kinetic Solutions recently named Steve Evans
as Vice President of Sales-Eastern Region and
Cleopatra Da Gama Rose as its Marketing Co-
ordinator. The company also recently named
Lynn Krohn Quality Assurance/Project Manager.

Jef Fasser has joined TerraSphere, Inc. as Di-
rector of Planning.

Michael Fisher (formerly of Oracle and
GlobeXplorer) has joined Kivera, a company
specializing in location-based services.

Carol Thorpe is the new Director of Marketing
for Sanborn.

EI Technologies has announced that Daivesh
Sanghvi has joined the company as the Vice
President of Sales.

PCI Geomatics has announced the appointment
of Ian Suttie as the company’s new Chief Oper-
ating Officer.

Project Awards
NovaLIS technologies and TerraSoft have won
a bid to provide a customized Geodatabase
Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal and Assess-
ment Administration (CAMA/AA) System for
Alachua County, Florida.

HJW GeoSpatial (HJW), Inc. has been selected
by the City of San Francisco to produce citywide
orthophotographic maps.  This new mapping
project is designed to update the original
1”=100’ orthophotos that HJW produced for The
City in 1993.  Prior to that first citywide base
map project, HJW produced orthophotos on an
emergency response basis, which proved to be
critical in The City’s recovery efforts after the
Loma Prieta Earthquake.

PlanGraphics has formalized a contract increase
with the City of New York Department of Infor-
mation Technology and Telecommunications
(DoITT) to continue implementation of its
Citywide GIS Utility Project.

The Brownsville (TX) Public Utilities Board has
selected Merrick & Company for Phase I of their
GIS landbase development project. The City of
Naperville, Illinois, has also selected Merrick for
photogrammetric updates for the city limits and
Mesa County, Colorado has retained the firm for
two-foot contour mapping and digital
orthophotography for an area covering over 250
square miles.

Intergraph Mapping & GIS Solutions an-
nounced that ACEFHAT in Barcelona, Spain has
chosen Intergraph GeoMedia technology for its
new E-GIOS System, a Web-based public works
management system.

Enbridge Pipelines has chosen M.J. Harden As-
sociates to convert their Eastern Region pipe-
lines into the ISAT model and produce new route
sheets. This project sets the foundation for their
GIS.

The Sidwell Company has been awarded a con-
tract Howard County, Indiana, for the creation
and implementation of a new uniform
countywide permanent parcel numbering sys-
tem, in accordance with the standards adopted
by the Indiana State Board of Tax Commission-
ers. The Sidwell Company was selected to part-
ner with the Surdex Corporation on the creation
of a county wide digital mapping and
orthophotography project.

Shell International Exploration and Production
has selected ESRI software as the standard suite
of Intranet and desktop GIS products.

EI Technologies has been awarded a contract
to provide geospatial data and consulting ser-
vices to Arlington Heights, Illinois.
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PlanGraphics, Inc. has developed and
implemented the Emergency Man-
agement Online Locator System
(EMOLS) for the New York City
Mayor’s Office of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM). Originally designed as a
Web-based GIS application to direct
residents of New York City to shelters
in the event of weather emergencies,
PlanGraphics added new dimensions
to EMOLS in response to the Septem-
ber 11th terrorist attack on the World
Trade Center. The extension to
EMOLS, named Interactive Map for
Emergency Information (IMEI), pro-
vides information on the WTC attacks,
including car and pedestrian restric-
tions, utility outages, etc., in and
around “Ground Zero” in the lower
Manhattan area. PlanGraphics staff
has been creating and maintaining

the IMEI Web-site for the OEM,
a site that receives map infor-
mation from the Emergency
Mapping and Data Center
(EMDC) in the City’s Emergency
Operations Center. The EMDC is
staffed by City personnel,
PlanGraphics, ESRI, and various
volunteers and operates twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a
week. The IMEI Web-site is up-
dated daily and can be viewed
at www.nyc.gov/html/oem/
html/emols/emols_wtc.html.

The EMOLS, in its original
format, was put to the test of
fire when the early August heat
wave enveloped the East Coast
with heat indexes soaring above

110 degrees. City emergency workers
utilized the application to direct New
Yorkers to emergency cooling
shelters. Subsequently, residents of
New York City were able to access the
OEM Web-site directly, type in their
address, and access a localized map
display showing the five closest
cooling shelters, and obtain direc-
tions to the shelters via foot, car, or
mass transit. EMOLS can also be
utilized to assist users when an
evacuation has been ordered due to
severe weather, such as hurricanes,
or other disasters, and provides
available bus routes, train routes, and
subway routes to designated evacua-
tion centers based on the address of
a resident’s location. This application
is the OEM’s first Internet application
for the general public that uses GIS
technology.

Remote Sensing Survey

The American Society for Photo-

grammetry & Remote Sensing

(ASPRS), the National States Geo-

graphic Information Council (NSGIC),

and the Management Association for

Private Photogrammetric Surveyors

(MAPPS) signed a 5-year Space Act

Agreement with NASA. Together,

these organizations are developing a

10-year forecast of the remote sensing

and GIS industries. One of the pur-

poses of the forecast is to assist NASA

on where future funding should be tar-

geted in the industry. NASA has a criti-

cal interest in the needs and

requirements of State and Local gov-

ernment. Internet surveys, focus

groups, personal interviews, and litera-

ture searches are the methods being

employed for data collection for the

forecast. In fact, focus groups for this

survey are being conducted at URISA's

39th Annual Conference in Long

Beach. Please visit  the following URL

to participate in the survey which takes

approximately 20 minutes.

<http://asprs.survey.ssc.nasa.gov/14>

The responses to this survey are com-

pletely anonymous and not traceable

to you or your company. Results will

be posted on the NASA Stennis Space

Center Website at a later date.

Mark Your Calendar!

URISA 2002 Heads to Chicago, IL

URISA 2002 Annual Conference
40th Anniversary

October 26-30, 2002
Chicago, IL

Hyatt Regency, Chicago on the Riverwalk
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This makeshift New York City Emergency
Operations Center was set up at Pier 92 to direct
emergency rescue and cleanup operations for the
city. The original EOC, located at the World Trade
Center site, was destroyed in the September 11th

terrorist attack. PlanGraphics Senior Analyst,
Marina Havan confers with Kaye Adams-Manion,
URS and Wendy Dorf, NYC-DEP.
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